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Copyright

Pleasenote that all imagesusedin these6 modules,unlessotherwise
indicated, were producedby Dr. Aubrey P. Graham. She holds the
copyright to the images. Photographscannot be reproduced,copied,
shared,or otherwisere-purposedwithout herconsent. Forquestionson
how to use any of the imagesshown here in other contexts,please
email: aubreygraham@gmail.com.



Power Dynamics

Power dynamics are the ability 
to influence or control others 
through an inequality of power, 
particularly around issues of 
race, gender, class, etc.

ÅThe camera acts as a fulcrum ς
a central point across which 
power dynamics are leveraged.

ÅThe photographer stands in a 
position of power in relation to 
the subjects and face ethical 
choices in creating their 
images.

ÅThe national and international 
FETP staff who help to carry 
out the epidemiological work / 
create images also hold 
positions of power



Compositional Power

ÅPower and individual agency exist on 
both sides of the camera

ÅThis is reflected through: 
ÅAngle of the photograph
ÅActive vs. Passive Subjects
ÅPosition relative to other subjects
ÅPosition relative to the camera / 

viewer

ÅThe visualization of power dynamics 
have the ability to show 
empowerment, agency, and 
equitable interaction, but also to 
disempower subjects through forms 
of objectification.



Power and Angle : From Below



From similar heights



From above



Power and Active vs. Passive Subjects

ÅACTIVE subjects show 
agency and the ability to 
engage in and shape the 
world around them. Action 
is preferable to passivity in 
most photographic cases.

ÅPASSIVE subjects become 
objects. This object-like-
ness makes objectification 
ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ 
point of view. Often such 
images are not necessarily 
representativeof the 
overarching situation in 
which these individuals 
exist. 


